
With the terrain of Construction Law constantly changing, you 
need to stay on top of the newest laws and today’s best 
practices for preserving your claims, defenses and even your 
workforce. Doing business the same way and applying the 
same principles and practices that you used ten, five or even 
two years ago could lead to troubled projects and even more 
troubling lawsuits.

If you are involved in construction projects as an owner, 
contractor, design professional, or lawyer, you cannot afford to 
miss this conference. Learn recent developments in Oregon 
and Federal case law, statutes and regulations; Oregon and 
City of Portland upcoming infrastructure plans; how to protect 
the rights of your clients when dealing with private and public 
contracts; update your knowledge of alternative project 
delivery methods and delegated design; and find out from 
experienced mediators and arbitrators what strategies and 
tactics can help you successfully resolve your disputes through 
Alternative Disputes Resolution (ADR).

Who Should Attend:

Architects
Attorneys
Contractors
Engineers
Municipal Employees
Government Employees

Seminar Overview

EXHIBIT SPONSOR      
Fat Pencil Studio

SILVER SPONSOR 

http://fatpencilstudio.com/


Thursday, September 27, 2018

9:00
PDT

Introduction and Overview – Day One 
Eric A. Grasberger, Program Co-Chair

Stoel Rives LLP

9:10 Case Law and Statutory Update 
New Oregon case decisions & legislation in 2017 and 2018 

D. Gary Christensen
Miller Nash Graham & Dunn LLP

Tara M. Johnson, General Counsel/Chief Risk Officer
Willamette Construction Services, Inc.

10:00 Break 

10:15 Owner Issues in Advanced Construction Contracting
The top clauses requiring careful consideration from the owner’s 
perspective; emerging issues for dispute resolution clauses; when (and 
when not) to involve your lawyer 

Eric A. Grasberger
Stoel Rives LLP

11:15 Cutting Edge Construction Management 
What technological tools are available to enhance the effectiveness 
and efficiency of construction management? 

Chris M. Hartson, DBIA, LEED AP
VP of Construction

Specht Development, Inc.

12:00 Lunch ~ Sponsored By: 

1:15 State Infrastructure Development Plans in Oregon 
Developments from the new Presidential administration; Oregon 
projects now and on the horizon; common mistakes in public 
contracting 

William Nessly
Sr. Assistant Attorney General
Oregon Department of Justice

2:00 City of Portland Infrastructure Development Plans 
Ongoing and upcoming infrastructure development plans in the City of 
Portland; best practices for public contracting with the City 

Muriel Gueissaz-Teufel, PE, BCEE, Supervising Engineer
Bureau of Environmental Services, City of Portland

Jodie Inman, PE, Planning Manager
Water Bureau, City of Portland

Molly Washington, Deputy City Attorney
Office of the City Attorney, City of Portland

3:00 Break 

3:15 Alternative Project Delivery Methods 
What are the similarities and differences between CM/GC, IPD, 
design-build, EPC, multi-prime, P3, and CMAR project delivery 
methods? 

Sean C. Gay
Stoel Rives LLP

4:15 Dealing with Construction Sureties and Pursuing 
Bond Claims 
Recognizing and addressing issues and timelines involving payment 
and performance bonds 

Stephanie K. Holmberg
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt PC

5:00 Adjourn 

Friday, September 28, 2018

9:00
PDT

Introduction and Overview – Day Two 
Thomas A. Larkin, Program Co-Chair

Stewart Sokol & Larkin LLC

9:10 The Owner/Architect Relationship 
Design procurement and contracting 

William J. Ohle
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt PC 

9:50 Boy that Escalated Quickly!  Top 10 Dangers in 
Residential Construction 
The pitfalls in residential construction litigation: Considerations for 
low income housing; impacts of the new economy and market in 
Portland 

Angela M. Otto
Ball Janik LLP

Peter S.  Willcox-Jones
Ball Janik LLP

10:30 Break 

10:45 Delegated Design 
Issues involving project components with clearly delegated design in 
the traditional design-bid-build project delivery method 

Thomas A. Larkin
Stewart Sokol & Larkin LLC

11:20 Prime Contractor Issues in Advanced Construction 
Contracting 
The top clauses requiring careful consideration from the prime 
contractor’s perspective; emerging issues for dispute resolution 
clauses; when (and when not) to involve your lawyer 

Tyler J. Storti
Stewart Sokol & Larkin LLC

12:00 Midday Break 

1:15 Best Practices for Construction Arbitrations 
Tips from experienced arbitrators and practitioners on drafting dispute 
resolution clauses and the preparation and presentation of your case 

Martha J. Hodgkinson
Hodgkinson Street Mepham LLC

2:00 Best Practices for Construction Mediations 
Tips from seasoned mediators and practitioners on ways to maximize 
the mediation process 

Joshua Hogan
Hogan Mediation

Hon. Michael R. Hogan
Hogan Mediation

Hon. Karsten H. Rasmussen
Lane County Circuit Court

John Spencer Stewart
Stewart Sokol & Larkin LLC

3:00 Break 

3:15 Misperceptions and Myths about Construction 
Insurance 
Top 10 misperceptions about insurance coverage; the perception of 
insurance issues by judges, juries and arbitrators; construction 
insurance products – WRAPs, CCIPs and OCIPs 

Emily S. Miller
Miller Nies LLC

4:00 Ethical Considerations in Construction Law 
Recognizing and addressing ethical situations that may arise in 
construction practice 

Bradley F. Tellam
Stoel Rives LLP

5:00 Adjourn 



Eric A. Grasberger, Program Co-Chair, is a partner with 
Stoel Rives LLP and chair of the Construction and Design 
Group. He has represented numerous private and public 
owners, developers, contractors and design professionals in 
all facets of development and construction law.

Thomas A. Larkin, Program Co-Chair, is a member of 
Stewart Sokol & Larkin LLC. His litigation practice 
concentrates on construction, procurement and design 
matters, representing sureties, owners, prime contractors, 
subcontractors and design professionals.

D. Gary Christensen is a partner at Miller Nash Graham 
& Dunn LLP and chairs the firm’s Construction Law team. 
He has more than 25 years’ experience representing all 
segments of the design and construction industry in the 
Northwest.

Sean C. Gay is a partner in Stoel Rives LLP’s 
Construction & Design group, and a former construction 
professional. As a construction project manager in 
Washington & Hawaii, he was intimately involved in the 
technical and financial aspects of his projects.

Muriel Gueissaz- Teufel, PE, BCEE, is the Supervising 
Engineer for the City of Portland’s Bureau of 
Environmental Services. She supervises a team of 
engineers and technicians planning and delivering large 
capital improvements projects and programs.

Chris M. Hartson, DBIA, LEED AP, is Vice President of 
Construction for Specht Development, Inc. which has 
developed more than 9.5 million square feet of real estate 
over the past twenty years.  He also acts as a third-party 
project manager and owner representative.

Martha J. Hodgkinson is a partner with Hodgkinson 
Street Mepham LLC. She has a civil litigation and trial 
practice in Oregon state and federal court representing 
attorneys, developers, contractors, real estate brokers, 
design professionals and public entities.

Joshua Hogan has been the Practice Manager and 
Mediation Assistant at Hogan Mediation since its launch in 
2011. He takes care of the little things that keep settlement 
negotiations on the track and moving forward.

Hon. Michael R. Hogan, of Hogan Mediation, was a judge 
with the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon and 
served as Chief Judge from 1995-2002. He took senior 
status with the court on September 24, 2011 and continues 
to preside over many cases in Eugene.

Stephanie K. Holmberg is co-leader of Schwabe 
Williamson & Wyatt PC’s Real Estate and Construction 
industry group. She helps owners, developers, contractors 
and design professionals resolve disputes at the 
administrative level and in state and federal courts. 

Jodie Inman, PE, is a Planning Manager with the City of 
Portland’s Water Bureau. The Bureau enhances public 
health and safety, contributes to the economic viability and 
livability of the Portland metropolitan region and provides 
the highest quality water. They are a recognized leader 
among water service agencies across the country.

Tara M. Johnson is General Counsel and the Chief Risk 
Officer at Willamette Construction Services, Inc. 
Previously, she was a partner with Seifer Yeats 
Zwierzynski & Gragg LLP practicing in the areas of 
construction, real estate, creditor’s rights, and commercial 
litigation.

Faculty



Emily S. Miller, a member of Miller Nies LLC, often 
represents defendant policyholders seeking coverage under 
their own liability policies. She also represents plaintiffs 
seeking redress against insured parties and consults with 
other attorneys in need of insurance expertise.

William Nessly is Senior Assistant Attorney General in the 
Business Transactions Section of the Oregon Department 
of Justice (DOJ), General Counsel Division. Among other 
things, he works in the competitive procurement of public 
contracts.

William J. Ohle is a shareholder at Schwabe Williamson 
& Wyatt PC. He has more than 25 years of experience 
representing architects and engineers in contract 
negotiations, contract disputes, construction defect 
litigation and regulatory investigations.

Angela M. Otto is a partner at Ball Janik LLP. Her focus is 
representing clients on construction and design, 
construction defect, and litigation matters. She represents 
general contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, owners, 
developers and design professionals.

Hon. Karsten H. Rasmussen is a senior Circuit Court 
Judge and recently transitioned into his new career as a 
full-time mediator. He served as a sitting Judge with the 
Lane County Circuit Court for 19 years (1999-2018), and 
as Presiding Judge for 6 years (2012-2017).

John Spencer Stewart is one of the founders and a 
member of Stewart Sokol & Larkin LLC. His practice 
emphasizes commercial and construction litigation and 
surety matters. Oregon Super Lawyers listed him as one of 
the top lawyers in the state from 2006-2016.

Tyler J. Storti is a member of Stewart Sokol & Larkin 
LLC. His practice focuses on the areas of construction law, 
business and commercial matters, and real estate 
transactions and disputes. He represents contractors, 
owners, sureties and design professionals.

Bradley F. Tellam is a partner at Stoel Rives LLP and 
serves as Firm Counsel and COO. He is responsible for 
firm-wide legal and regulatory matters. He is considered 
among the preeminent legal ethics advisers in Oregon and 
frequently writes and speaks on ethics issues.

Molly Washington is a Portland Deputy City Attorney. 
She focuses on construction, procurement, and litigation 
but also handles transactional work and insurance coverage 
analysis. She serves on the OSB Construction Law Section 
Executive Committee.

Peter S. Willcox-Jones is a partner in Ball Janik LLP’s 
construction and litigation practices. He is an experienced 
trial lawyer who helps businesses, particularly those 
businesses involved with development, design and 
construction, with a wide range of issues.



Credits

OR CLE
This course has been approved by the Oregon State Bar for 9.0 general, 1.0 ethics and 2.0 practical 
skills CLE credits (Live Credits for In Person Attendance & Webcast).

WA MCLE
This course has been approved for 11.0 hours of law and legal CLE credit and 1.0 hours of ethics CLE 
credit by the Washington MCLE board. (Live Credits for In Person Attendance & Webcast). Self-Study 
credit will be available, specific credit amount to be determined.

CA CLE
The Seminar Group is a State Bar of California approved MCLE provider; therefore, this course is 
approved for 11.5 general and 1.0 ethics CLE credits (Live Credits for In Person Attendance & 
Webcast).

AIA
This course has been approved by The American Institute of Architects for 12.5 LU’s (Live Credits for In 
Person Attendance ONLY). Day one is approved for 6.25 LU's and day two is approved for 6.25 LU's. 
Credits for recorded courses not available. The Seminar Group is an AIA CES Approved Provider.

IRMI
This course has been approved by the IRMI for 7.0 hours of CRIS reaccreditation credits (Live 
Credits for In Person Attendance ONLY). Credits for recorded courses not available.

Contractors & Engineers
Contractors and engineers may qualify for continuing education hours through the American Institute 
of Constructors or the Construction Management Association of America.

Location

World Trade Center
121 SW Salmon St
Two World Trade Center Building
Portland, OR 97204

Phone: 503-464-8688

The Seminar is located in the Skybridge A & B room. Please call the venue for directions/questions

SLEEPING ROOMS
Guest rooms are available at a Special Rate at Hotel Rose, 50 SW Morrison Street, Portland, Oregon. Please call 
866-866-7977 to reserve and mention the Preferred Corporate Rate.

PARKING
There is a parking garage right below the WTC building off of Taylor Street.

Fees

Live Seminar: 
Attorney $699.00

Government / Tribal / Non-Profit $599.00

Other Professionals $599.00

Student / Professor $499.00

Day One $436.88

Day Two $436.88

Live Webcast: 
Attorney $699.00

Government / Tribal / Non-Profit $599.00

Other Professionals $599.00

Student / Professor $499.00

Day One $436.88

Day Two $436.88

On Demand: 
All Sessions $699.00

Pre Order MP3 Download: 
All Sessions $699.00

Pre Order DVD Homestudy: 
All Sessions $749.00

Pre Order CD Homestudy: 
All Sessions $749.00

Pre Order Materials Download: 
All Sessions $229.00

Pre Order Printed Materials: 
All Sessions $259.00

Go to our website to register:
www.TheSeminarGroup.net or call our office at 
800-574-4852 or 206-463-4400. You can also 
contact us at info@theseminargroup.net or by 
mail to The Seminar Group, P.O. Box 523, 
Vashon, WA 90870.

CANCELLATION POLICY: We will refund your 
tuition, less a $50 cancellation charge, if we 
receive your cancellation by 9/21/18. No 
refunds will be given after this date. Please 
note that if you do not cancel by the deadline 
and/or do not attend, you are still responsible 
for payment.

Register at

TSGregistration.net/5855

Oregon Construction Law
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